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Abstract 

The relationship between class origin and class destination is a central question about 

justice in contemporary society. The possibility of individuals and groups freely moving 

from one status to another in society, or "social mobility," and the possibility of 

employees of organizations and institutions being promoted to a higher position, rank, 

and position, or "career mobility," have always faced inhibiting factors in society and 

government organizations. Given the importance of class analysis in understanding 

social issues, this level of analysis is used as an important factor in the economic, social, 

and political outlook of society. 

Social mobility, and consequently class mobility, is one of the most important factors 

affecting crime. The mobility and transfer of individuals to another class or their efforts 

to remain in one class have a significant impact on the Committing of various types of 

crimes. Class mobility refers to changes in the class status of individuals in societies. 

The motivation of individuals to improve their social status and move to a higher social 

class varies in different societies, and this is particularly true in Iranian society. 

The existence of a strong incentive to move upward in social classes and the lack of 

necessary legal facilities and tools in terms of economy, society, culture, etc., in line 

with this movement, creates opportunities for committing crimes. Mobility processes 

may have important implications for levels of class polarization. 

Class mobility is the process of change within a class or movement from one class 

status to another – either downward or upward. This approach paves the way for 

individuals to measure relative class mobility over time. Because there is a class change 

in class mobility, an individual changes a social class after acquiring the necessary 

qualifications, with many efforts, and after years of activity. Changing class does not 

always happen this easily and through legal and legitimate means, and an individual is 

forced to commit a crime to change class or even remain in their current class. The 

extent of vertical mobility in a society is an important indicator of the degree of 

"openness" of that society, that is, it shows the extent to which intelligent and talented 

individuals born into the lower strata of society can climb the socio-economic ladder 

without resorting to deviance and committing crime. 
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According to Merton, when there are few or many opportunities for people, social 

expectations from people are low or high, and the meanings are vague, illogical, and 

unjustified for them, each of them independently or in combination with each other can 

lead to deviant behavior. 

In line with the theoretical framework of the research and the study of the role of 

class mobility on crime in Iran, it can be said that economic factors are a fundamental 

factor for all social structures and have significant effects on individual activities, 

including the occurrence of crime. In Iran, pressure variables such as unemployment 

rate, income inequality, and industrialization have been among the important variables 

that influence crime, including theft, in the country, so that an increase in 

unemployment rate and income inequality has led to an increase in the theft rate in Iran. 

Also, the results of the study of the economic causes of murder in Iran indicate that 

the variables of unemployment rate, relative poverty, and income inequality are among 

the determining factors of murder in Iran and have a direct relationship with it. 

In the Iranian criminal system, economic crimes are more likely to be a consequence 

of a differentiated crime, which itself results from the triple connection of media 

activity, Iran's political and economic situation, and the perpetrator's position in terms of 

relationship with the executive authorities. These three factors, willy-nilly, simulate 

economic crime with security crime, and differential criminal proceedings are based on 

this basis. 

Class mobility in Iran depends on the influence of economic factors, public beliefs, 

people's relationships with each other, customs, traditions, habits, and a set of other 

factors. In Iranian society, some public activities and events create a basis for class 

mobility. In Iran, not only jobs, but also income and economic status cause class 

mobility. Increasing income and using it is a means to achieve goals that create a certain 

amount of good social Prestige in society. Income does not always cause class mobility, 

because the way income is used also affects mobility. For example, some people use 

income to achieve higher academic levels and increase their level of education or social 

status, while others use income only to increase their well-being and use facilities. 

Scientific studies by economists report that the living conditions of Iranian society 

are very poor. Perhaps no country in the world has faced this situation like Iran. Given 

the type of approach and sensitivities that are observed, there are no signs of 

improvement in the situation. Although granting subsidies reduces poverty pressure to 

some extent, the trend of rising inflation and slow economic growth prevents their 

effects from being meaningful. Until an economy-oriented approach is adopted with an 

emphasis on economic growth and an appropriate foreign policy, it will not be possible 

to escape this situation. And the continuation of the current situation can lead to the 

disruption of social classes, further reduction of social capital, decline of morality, 

further weakening of the family institution, a sharp decline in the level of community 

health and productivity, etc., and will provide a basis for the spread and continuation of 

crime. 

Keywords: social mobility, class mobility, delinquency, Iran, crime. 
  



 

3 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

References  

Books 

1. Breen, Ri. (2004), Social Mobility in Europe, Oxford University Press. 

2. Danesh, Taj Zaman (2006). Who is the criminal? What is criminology? Third 

edition, Tehran: Keyhan. [in Persian] 

3. Ebrahimi, Shahram (2019). Criminology of Social Uprisings (On Violent Social 

Uprisings in Sensitive Suburbs of French Cities), First Edition, Tehran: Mizan. 

[in Persian] 

4. Giddens, Anthony (1997). Sociology, translated by Manouchehr Sabouri, 

Tehran: Ney. [in Persian] 

5. Grothers, Charles (1999). Merton's Sociology, translated by Zahra Kasaei, 

Tehran: Allameh Tabatabaei. [in Persian] 

6. Malek, Hassan (2009). Sociology of Social Strata and Inequalities, Third 

Edition, Tehran: Payam Noor. [in Persian] 

7. Marshall, G. (1998), Oxford Dictionary of sociology. Oxford and New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

8. Moazami, Shahla (2009). Child and Adolescent Delinquency, First Edition, 

Tehran: Dadgostar. [in Persian]   

9. Muncie, John (2004). Youth and crime. 2nd edition. London, UK: Sage 

Publications Ltd. 

10. Najafi Abrandabadi, Ali Hossein (2010). Criminal Sociology Interpretations, 

Tehran: Shahid Beheshti. [in Persian] 

11. Nik-Gohar, Abdol-Hossein (1980). Foundations of Sociology, Tehran: Risen. [in 

Persian] 

12. Paul E. Willis. (1977).  Learning to Laboure: How Working-Class Kids Get 

Working Class Jobs (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, (1977), 43. 

13. Rahimi Nejad, Esmaeil (2018). New Approaches in Critical Criminology and 

Criminal Policy, Tehran: Majd. [in Persian] 

14. Raymond Gessen (1999). An Introduction to Criminology, translated and 

researched by Seyyed Mehdi Keynia, Tehran: Allameh Tabatabaei. [in Persian] 

15. Robertson, Ian (1995). An Introduction to Society, translated by Hossein 

Bahravan, first edition, Mashhad: Astan Quds. [in Persian] 

16. Sarvestani, Rahmat Allah (2007). Social Pathology (Sociology of Social 

Deviations), Tehran: Samt. [in Persian] 

17. Sediq Sarvestani, Rahmatullah (2008). Social Pathology (Sociology of Social 

Deviations), Qom: Ann. [in Persian] 



 

4 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

18. Shambayati, H. (2006), Juvenile delinquency, Tehran: Jabeen publication. 

19. Sorokin, P.A. (1964), Social and Cultural Mobility, New York: Free press. 

20. Walter S. DeKeseredy. (2011). Contemporary Critical Criminology (London: 

Routledge), (3). 

Articles 

21. Abbasi Nejad, H., Ramezani, H. and Sadeghi, M. (2012). Investigating the 

relationship between unemployment and crime in Iran. Cross-provincial pooled 

data approach, Economic Research and Policies, 20(64), 86-65. [in Persian]. 

Doi: http://noo.rs/Pi4uo. 

22. Alivardinia, Akbar, Riahi, Mohammad Esmail and Mousavi Chashmi, Seyedeh 

Malihe (2007). A sociological study of delinquency: An empirical test of 

Agnew's public pressure theory, Iranian Sociology, 8 (2), 99-75. [in Persian]. 

Doi: 20.1001.1.17351901.1386.8.2.4.4. 

23. Atashneh, Mansour and Amiri, Mehdi (2010). Causes and factors of theft crime 

in Ahvaz city (1975-2085)”, Social Sciences, Islamic Azad University, Shushtar 

Branch, Winter, 4 (11), 103-126. [in Persian]. Doi: http://noo.rs/5XRuz. 

24. Azami Moghadam, Majid (2011). Conceptualization of Economic Crime or 

Economic Corruption, Workshop, (16). 84-55. [in Persian]. Doi: 

http://noo.rs/HIC8b. 

25. Bageri, Nafiseh, Azim Zadeh, Shadi, Mehra, Nasrin and Mahdavi Sabet, 

Mohammad Ali (2024).  Applying Restorative Justice Measures of the Iranian 

Legal System in Supporting Sexual Victims Under 18 Years of Age; Using the 

Needs-Rights Model. Contemporary Comparative Law Studies, 15(34), 63-114. 

Doi: 2023.57151.3282/law10.22034. 

26. Baizidi, Rahim. (2019). Paradoxical class: paradox of interest and political 

conservatism in middle class. Asian Journal of Political Science. (27), 1-14. 

Doi: 10.1080/02185377.2019.1642772. 

27. Danesh Nari, Hamid Reza and Khajovi Fakhrdavoud, Zeinab (2024). Social 

Inequality and Crime: Decoding a Revolution in the Film the Snow breaker. 

Journal of Criminal Law, 15(1), 67-83. [in Persian]. Doi: 10.22124/jol.2024.-

25671.2412. 

28. Danesh Nari, Hamid Reza, Khosravi, Pouria and Jumaegi, Fatemeh (2013). 

Evaluating the concept of social class in critical criminology: Qualitative content 

analysis of the film "Platform", Criminal Law and Criminology Research, 

11(21), 165-194. [in Persian]. Doi: 10.22034/jclc.2022.337578.1680. 

29. Daniel, Laurison, Dow, Down and Carolyn, Chernoff (2020), Class Mobility and 

Reproduction for Black And White Adults in the United States: A Visualization. 

Socius, Sociological Research for a Dynamic World. (6). 

Doi:10.1177/2378023120960959  

30. Darashti, Hananeh (2019). Social disorder and its impact on theft with emphasis 



 

5 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

on the phenomenon of immigration (case study: Greater Tehran), Detective, 

(50), 86-66. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/L8CiO. 

31. De Graaf, Nan & Nieuwbeerta, Paul & Heath, Anthony. (1995). Class Mobility 

and Political Preferences: Individual and Contextual Effects. American Journal 

of Sociology, 100 (4), 997 – 1027. Doi: 10.1086/230607.  

32. Doyle, J. M, Ahmad, E. & Horn, R. N (1999), The effects of labor markets and 

income inequality on crime: evidence from panel data. Southern Economic 

Journal, 65(4), 717-738. 

33. Ebrahimi Moghaddamian, Mahmoud, Jalili Saleh Zahra and Jalili Saleh, 

Fatemeh (2014). Study of the causes of crime among the marginalized youth of 

Hamadan city, Hamadan Police Science, 1 (3), 72-45. [in Persian] Doi: 

https://www.magiran.com/p2231162. 

34. Ebrahimi, Mehrzad and Chakarzehi, Abdolvahab (2015). The relationship 

between crime rate, inflation and unemployment in Iran, Strategic Research on 

Social Issues, 4 (2), 113-127. [in Persian] Doi:20.1001.1.23221453.1394.4.2.7.7. 

35. Ebrahimi, Shahram; Sadegh Nejad, Majid (2013), Criminological Analysis of 

Economic Crimes, Criminal Law Research, (5), 147-174. [in Persian] Doi: 

http://noo.rs/D2Wau. 

36. Eskandari Cherati, Azar (2017). Investigating social, economic and cultural 

factors affecting juvenile delinquency (Case study: 13–19-year-old male 

adolescents in Azad Shahr city), Private and Criminal Law Research, 4 (34), 

185-206. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/JhKTk. 

37. Feather man, L. David. (1975), Assumptions of Social Mobility Research in the 

US: The Case of Occupational Status, Social Science Research, (4), 329-360. 

38. Ghaemizadeh, Mohammad Salman, Mobaraki, Mohammad and Mahmoud 

Zadeh, Morteza (2017). Social Reconstruction or Reproduction (A Study on 

Stratification and Social Mobility). Social Analysis of Social Order and 

Inequality, (72), 114-81. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/NKMf7. 

39. Ghafari, Zahra (2017). The effect of embodied (mental) cultural capital on 

intergenerational social mobility (case study: 30–54-year-old citizens of Gorgan 

city), Social Development, 11(4), 183-206. [in Persian] Doi: 10.22055/qjsd.-

2017.13011. 

40. Ghahremanpour, Rahman (2004). Factors affecting class mobility in Iran, 

Private and Criminal Law Research, 1(1): 113-140. [in Persian] Doi: 

http://noo.rs/ikl5V. 

41. Habibzadeh Momen, Behnam and Varvaei, Akbar (2017). Analysis of Iran's 

Criminal Policy Towards White Collar Crimes, Social Sciences of Shushtar 

Azad University, 11(39), 111-124. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/oOn5b. 

42. I, Carbone and A, Steven . (2010). “Race, class, and oppression: Solutions for 

active learning and literacy in the classroom” Inquiries Journal (1): 2. Doi: 

http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/a?id=1689. 

43. Jalaeipour, Hamid Reza and Hosseini Nesar, Majid (2009). Social factors 



 

6 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

affecting juvenile delinquency (case study of Rasht city). Iranian Social Science 

Research, 1(2), 72-49. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/RDKDO. 

44. Jalilian, Mehdi and Atazadeh, Saeed (2014). Criminological Analysis of 

Economic Crimes, Intelligence and Criminal Research, 10(1) 1, 125-148. [in 

Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/D2Wau. 

45. Kalantari, Samad, Ghaimizadeh, Mohammad Salman (2002), Social mobility 

and class structure (case study of Hamadan city) Iranian Sociology, 4 (4), 100-

76. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/Yb6MU. 

46. Kazemi pour, Shahla (1999). A model for determining the socio-economic status 

of individuals and measuring social mobility based on a case study in Tehran, 

Social Sciences, 14(14), 139-172. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/npTkh. 

47. 47. Maki pour, Zabihollah and Rabbani Khorasani, Ali (2013). Investigating the 

economic causes of social harms (with emphasis on the relationship between 

inflation and crimes in Iran during the years 1370-1390), Strategic Research on 

Security and Social Order, 2 (2), 98-79. [in Persian] Doi: 20.1001.1.23221453.-

1392.2.2.5.1. 

48. Malmir, Mehdi (1402). Status assessment of national, ethnic and class identity 

dimensions of Iranian society. Social Sciences, 30 (102), 1-29. [in Persian] Doi: 

10.22054/qjss.2024.81283.2816 

49. Martin D. Schwartz and Walter S. DeKeseredy. (2008). “Interpersonal Violence 

against Women: The Role of Men”, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 

(24), 179. 

50. Merton, Robert K. (1938), Social Structure and Anomie, American Sociological 

Review (3): 672–82. 

51. Moghaddas, Ali Asghar and Iran Mahboob, Jalil (2006). Classes and Social 

Mobility in Fars and Bushehr, Iranian Social Studies, 1(1), 234-201. [in 

Persian]. Doi: 20.1001.1.20083653.1385.1.1.7.0. 

52. Mohammadzadeh, Yousef, Taghizadeh, Narges and Nazarian, Alamnaz (2016). 

Income Inequality, Poverty and Public Health, Faculty of Paramedical Sciences, 

Tehran University of Medical Sciences (Payavard Salamat), 11 (2), 234-220. [in 

Persian] Doi: http://payavard.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6239-fa.html. 

53. Moradi, Qasem (2017). Marginalization, Crime and Insecurity, Research 

Approaches in Social Sciences, 3(11), 182-190. Doi: http://rassjournal.ir. [in 

Persian] 

54. Moradi, Reza, Ramezani, Ahmad and Atashneh, Mansour (2017). The Effect of 

Social Structures on the Occurrence of Crime. Iranian Political Sociology, 4(4), 

3062-3074. [in Persian] Doi: 10.30510/psi.2024.259116.1366. 

55. Naebi, Houshang and Masoumi-Rad, Reza (2011). Cultural factors affecting 

social mobility of men aged 35 to 64 in Tehran, Social and cultural strategy, 

7(32), 103-134. [in Persian] Doi: https://jsr.ut.ac.ir/article_56101.html. 

56. Najafi Abrandabadi, Ali Hossein and Golduzian, Hossein (2017). Postmodern 



 

7 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

Criminology and Its Approach to Crime and Criminal Etiology, Criminal Law 

Research, 6(23), 9-46. [in Persian] Doi: 10.22054/jclr.2018.22508.1429. 

57. Noghani Dokht Bahmani, Mohsen and Mir Mohammad Tabar, Seyed Ahmad 

(2015). Study of Economic Factors Affecting Crime (A Meta-Analysis of 

Research Conducted in Iran). Strategic Research on Social Issues, 4(3), 102-85. 

[in Persian] Doi: 20.1001.1.23221453.1394.4.3.6.8. 

58. Richard Quinney .(1973) “Crime Control in Capitalist Society: A Critical 

Philosophy of Legal Order”, Issues Criminology (75), 1-79. 

59. Salari, Esmaeil, Moein, Ladan, Sahami, Susan, and Haghighi, Hamid (2013). 

Investigating the relationship between patriarchal culture, monogamy, and 

marital conflicts among married female teachers and nurses, Women and Family 

Studies, 5 (19), 114-95. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/JCt6e. 

60. Salimi, Sadegh (2008). White Collar Criminals and Iranian Criminal Policy, 

Private Law Studies, 38(4), 239-254. [in Persian] Doi: 20.1001.1.25885618.-

1387.38.4.12.5. 

61. Shaterian, Mohsen, Heydari, Rasoul, Shaterian, Mahmoud, and Dolatiyaran, 

Kamran. (2019). Modeling and analysis of factors affecting crime in the 

marginal areas of Kashan city, Regional Planning, 10(37), 108-91. [in Persian] 

Doi: 20.1001.1.22516735.1399.10.37.7.5. 

62. Sahami, Susan, Hossein Zei, Enayatollah and Parviz Zadeh, Atefeh (2017). 

Construction and validation of a multidimensional delinquency scale for 

adolescents and young people, Psychological Methods and Models, 6 (29), 86-

71. [in Persian] Doi: 20.1001.1.22285516.1396.8.29.4.3. 

63. Tagipour, Alireza and Mousavi Fard, Seyyed Mohammad Reza (2025). Conflict 

of Interest as the Origin of Some Crimes in Iranian Law with Emphasis on 

Legislative Experiences in Canada, Contemporary Comparative Law Studies, 

15(35). 86-61. Doi: 10.22034/law.2024.56461.3269. 

64. Tonekaboni, Hamid (2013). Barriers to social mobility and its effects on the job 

mobility of employees of government organizations and its consequences, 

Cultural Society Research, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies, 4(3), 

1-23. [in Persian] Doi: http://noo.rs/BO9yE. 

65. Welsch, Heinz. (2007). Macroeconomics and Life Satisfaction: Revisiting the 

'Misery Index'. Applied Economics. X. 237-251. 

Doi:10.1080/15140326.2007.12040489. 

66. Zare, Bijan and Lotfi, Mahvash (2012). Study of social factors affecting 

intergenerational social mobility in Kermanshah city. Social Issues of Iran, 4(1). 

[in Persian] Doi:   20.1001.1.24766933.1392.4.1.5.5. 

Theses 

67. Moghadas, Ali Asghar (2002). Occupational structure and social mobility in 

Fars, Kohkaluiyeh and Boyer Ahmad provinces; case study: Shiraz and Yasuj 

cities, PhD thesis, Tarbiat Modares University.[in Persian] 



 

8 Winter 2025 Vol: 15 Issue: 37 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

Conferences 

68. Rasekhi Bakhshayesh, Abolghasem (2016). Social mobility and its influencing 

factors (with emphasis on social mobility in Iran), Tehran, 10th Congress of 

Pioneers of Progress, 66-75. Doi: https://magirans.com/id/66839. [in Persian] 
69. Shafiei, Mohammad Saeed and Shafiei, Shirin (2016). Pathological and 

preventive study of delinquency in adolescence, Second Conference on 

Humanities. Doi: http://noo.rs/geMr1. [in Persian] 

 


