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Abstract 

Today, the ecological issues have been changed into a series of important discussed 

subjects that can be surveyed from different aspects such as sociological, geological, 

ecological, criminological, and criminal justice
 
aspects. Surveying the aspects is an 

effort for global environmental criminology upon which it’s accomplished the 

environmental transnational organized crimes studies. According to the studies, we can 

achieve that “Transnational Environmental Harm’s a Crime“ and it’s clear the interest in 

surveying the criminology and the criminological look of the matter in the goals of 

governments compatible with the global environment. Of course, the subject shouldn’t 

be surveyed abstractly; because there’s a thin line on the border between law and 

lawless, especially, since the issue can be surveyed from a global perspective, and using 

the framework of global environment criminology is effective in understanding 

transnational crimes and environmental harms. 

Natural resources and environmental rights have been influenced deeply due to the 

close relationships with science and technology and hence, understanding its issues 

involves the basic information in the environment. It has benefited from some 

innovations in environmental rights and therefore, in case of need it adjusts itself with 

new mechanisms and it’s presented the supervision rules and regulations in the field of 

protecting natural resources and the environment in the form of technical orders and the 

form of a series of special standards. 

There are numerous reasons for suitable protection from the environment to develop 

more International criminal laws. There aren’t any compelling reasons for a distinct 

approach in International Criminal Laws to the environmental damages during the times 

of war and peace. However, environment diplomacy in the process can provide effective 

control tools to prevent environmental crimes through the treaty context, and from the 

other side, in consequence, it can also put the procedure of following and 

implementation during confrontation and prevention from environmental crimes as a 

watcher. Of course, it’s vital to the International nature of issues and problems, 
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procedures, comparisons, and networks and they need to complete the work 

accomplished at local, regional, and national levels. It’s necessary to extend the scope of 

action and insight into works to include global institutes, social processes, and global 

resistance and power channels, too.   

It seems that it became clear the high importance of the research field concerning 

proposing the topic of fighting against environmental crimes in the beam of 

environment diplomacy. We should be careful that as much as efforts are made for the 

emergence of environmental treaties, environmental crimes are developed and updated. 

It should change the attitude and viewpoint of human society toward the biosphere life 

and be protected by the innate respect of the inhabited globe to defeat crimes by 

convergence and interactions at the International level. 

Despite much advance in the field of International environmental laws and an 

increased understanding of fundamental values at risk, it has also been focused on the 

reaction to such disasters on non-criminal strategies. The threats from environmental 

dangers are advancing quickly and it seems that in the framework of advancing tools, 

it’s possible to change the threats into opportunities and to prevent the flow of 

committing environmental crimes; however, there have been alternative strategies such 

as organizational reaction, Interpol in international level and or special regulations in 

national levels to control environmental crimes. But, besides strategies, it’s also felt the 

necessity of being the approaches of which environment diplomacy can be impressive 

as an effective tool. The structured tool can be effective in coordinating government 

interactions in making decisions about fighting against environmental crimes. Of 

course, we can consider the situation and territory of the environment and how to 

support it in the light of International criminal law documents especially, The Rome 

Statute; however, the international support of the environment to prevent committing 

crimes against it, especially using the criminal tools requires the global consensus in 

interactions and creating environmental diplomacy in the global arena. 

In the context of discussion and as the most central topic, it was considered the 

discourse of environment diplomacy. The discourse is one of the most important tools 

for supporting and protecting the Earth’s environment and biological life which obliges 

the governments to implement the treaties. In fact, from one side the tool monitors the 

process and procedure of formation and implementation of the treaties, and from the 

other side, it arranges the environmental international interactions. It goes ahead in the 

way of achieving comprehensive development of peacemaking and its final purpose is 

sustainable peace. In this regard, governments must consider improving cooperation and 

participation at national, regional, and international levels and also, learning awareness 

of environmental crimes problem and admitting the common responsibility. 

Anyway, according to defects of the current international criminal laws of the 

adaption of the Rome constitution for protecting from environment, it’s clear the 

advantages of ecocide are new crimes. During recent decades, the contemporary 

international criminal law system hasn’t been able enough to protect the environment. 

While the framework article 8 of the Rome constitution specifies such strict obligations 

that can hardly be achieved, the other regulations related to war and peacetime of the 
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Rome constitution either include an element that seems unrealistic or too 

anthropocentric to commit environmental crimes. 

The question raised here is, "What is the structure of practical tools for preventing 

and curbing environmental crimes?" The assumed hypothesis of the authors in the 

article is that while pointing out the importance of the position of environmental crimes 

and the dimensions of its prevention, they explain the role of environmental diplomacy 

as a tool to prevent the commission of environmental crimes. 

Keywords: environmental crimes, international and national approach, prevention 

opportunities, environment diplomacy, sustainable development.  



 

4 Spring 2024 Vol: 15 Issue: 34 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

References  

Books 

1. Hamilton, Mark (2021), Environmental Crime and Restorative Justice: Justice as 

Meaningful Involvement, Palgrave Macmillan. 

2. Kess, Jannsen. Milous, Dunois (2014), Global pesticides governance by 

disclosure: prior informed and the Rotterdam convention. Authors’ version of 

Chapter 5, forthcoming in: Marti Gupta and Michael Mason, ed, Transparency in 

Global Environmental Governance: Critical Perspectives. Cambridge, MA, MIT 

Press. 

3. Lynch, Michael J., Pires, Stephen F (2019), Quantitative Studies in Green and 

Conservation Criminology: The Measurement of Environmental Harm and 

Crime, Routledge Publication. 

4. Nicolas, Leila, Kallab, Elie (2021), Effective Forms of Environmental 

Diplomacy, Published by Routledge. 

5. Susskind, Lawrence, Ali, Saleem (2015), Environmental Diplomacy Negotiating 

More Effective Global Agreements, New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

6. Tayibi, Subhan (2016). Environmental diplomacy and its impact on international 

interactions and world peace, Tehran: Khorsandi. [In Persain] 

7. White, Rob (2020), Environmental Crime, Elgar Publication.  

8. White, Rob (2014). Crimes against nature, environmental criminology and 

environmental justice, translated by Peyman Namamian and Sobhan Tayibi, 

Tehran: Majd. [In Persain] 

Articles 
9. Ahmadi, Asghar, Shamlou, Baqer and Khosrowshahi, Qadratullah (2017). 

Crimes against the environment in the criminal laws of Iran and Germany. 

International Police Studies. 7(32). 63-88. [In Persain] 

10. Elliott, Lorraine (2012), Fighting Transnational Environmental Crime, Journal 

of International Affairs, 66(1). 199-215. 

11. Favarin, Serena, Aziani, Alberto (2020), The Global Waste Trafficking and Its 

Correlates, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice. 36(3). 108-129. 

Doi: 10.1177/1043986220939701 

12. Hamilton, Mark (2019), Restorative Justice Intervention in an Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Protection Context: Chief Executive, Office of Environment 

and Heritage v Clarence Valley Council. Environmental and Planning Law 

Journal. 36(3). https://www.researchgate.net/publication/292882356 

13. Heydarzadeh, Elham and Mozafarizadeh, Sajjad (2012). Prevention of 

environmental crimes, bioethics. 3(7). 192-163. 

Doi: 10.22037/bioeth.v3i7.13979. [In Persain]  
14. Jam Bozor, Maryam, Pournoori, Mansour, Porhashmi, Abbas and 

Hermidasbavand, Daoud (2018). The components and challenges of compiling 



 

5 Spring 2024 Vol: 15 Issue: 34 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

environmental crime indicators under the title of international crime, 

environmental science and technology. 21(4). 257-287. [In Persain] 

Doi: 10.22034/jest.2018.10833.1937.  

15. Jalalian, Asgar (2019). Feasibility of developing the concept of international 

crimes to environmental crimes with emphasis on the principle of sustainable 

development. Environmental education and sustainable development. 9(2). 133-

146. Doi: 10.30473/ee.2021.7541. [In Persain] 

16. Jalalian, Asghar, Zarei, Mustafa and Afrogh, Abdul Mohammad (2017). 

Challenges of international criminal law in combating environmental crimes. 

International Police Studies. 33(9). 9-34. [In Persain] 

17. McCallion, Kenneth (2013). Implementation of justice in the international 

environment of law and solutions, translated by Mohammad Hossein Zahedin 

Labaf, International Legal Journal. 31(2). 171-185. [In Persain] 

Doi: 10.22066/cilamag.2004.18004.  

18. N. Ruhashyankiko (1978), Special Rapporteur, Study of the Question of the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, UN Doc 

E/CN.4/Sub.2/416, 4 July. [In Persain] 

19. Namamian, Peyman and Tayibi, Subhan (2021). Feasibility of Jurisdiction for 

Crimes Committed Against the Rights of Future Generations in the Rome 

Statute, Police Criminology Research. 2(2). 51-73. [In Persain] 

Doi: 10.22034/cr.2021.96229.  

20. Nasrasafhani, Ahmad, Raisi, Leila and Arashpour, Alireza (2019). International 

Criminalization of Biodegradation, Criminal Law Doctrines. 17(19). 273-304. 

Doi: 10.30513/cld.2020.77.1006. [In Persain] 

21. Najandimanesh, Haibatullah, Hosseini-Azad, Seyyed Ali and Zhemtakash, 

Majid (2019). A reflection on the feasibility of applying the jurisdiction of the 

International Criminal Court to environmental crimes, Criminal Law Research 

Journal. 2(22). 243-270. [In Persain] 

22. Porfashmi, Abbas, Namamian, Peyman and Tayibi, Sobhan (2014). 

Criminalization of environmental terrorism; Challenges, norms and strategies. 

Environmental science and technology. 17(1). 167-182. [In Persain] 

23. Kashkulian, Ismail, Sheikhul-Islami, Abbas and Naqvi, Mehdi (2018). 

Environmental crimes and their prevention solutions, Ehlaq Bio, 2018. 9(32). 

101-110. [In Persain] Doi: 10.22037/bioeth.v9i32.25549.  

24. R. A. Falk (1973), Environmental Warfare and Ecocide, Facts, Appraisal, and 

Proposals, 4 Bulletin of Peace Proposals. 80(4). 462-478.  

25. Ramezani- Qavamabadi, Mohammad Hossein (2018). Prevention and 

suppression of environmental crimes in the light of the actions of non-

governmental organizations in Iran's legal system, judicial law. 75(3). 199-225. 

Doi: 10.22106/jlj.2011.11081. [In Persain] 



 

6 Spring 2024 Vol: 15 Issue: 34 
Journal of 

Contemporary Comparative Legal Studies 

 
 

 

 

26. Saboripour, Mehdi and Ahmadi, Asghar (2019). Environmental crimes caused 

by covid-19: effects and shortcomings, legal research. 23(89). 303-328. 

Doi: 10.22034/jlr.2020.184965.1614. [In Persain] 

27. S. Jodoin (2010), Crimes against Future Generations – A New Approach to 

Ending Impunity for Serious Violations of Economic, Social, and Cultural 

Rights and International Environmental Law, WFC & CISDL Legal Working 

Paper, Final Version, 15 August 2010. 

28. Tayibi, Subhan and Porfashmi, Abbas (2016). Dealing with global ecoterrorism 

in the light of international environmental diplomacy. Private and criminal law 

research. 13(2). 38-53. [In Persain] 

29. Tayibi, Sajjad (1400). The criminal responsibility of governments for 

environmental crimes in the light of regional and international cooperation. 

Legal civilization. 9(4). 259-267. [In Persain] Doi: 10.22034/lc.2022.135749.  

30. 30. Uhm, Daan P. van, Nijman, Rick C.C (2020),   The convergence of 

environmental crime with other serious crimes: Subtypes within the 

environmental crime continuum, European Journal of Criminology, 2020, 

Recoverable. Doi: 10.1177/1477370820904585# 

31. Zakirardakani, Mohammad and Arashpour, Alireza (1400). Investigating the 

fundamental principle of deterrence in international environmental law, 

environmental science and technology. 12(23). 55-63. [In Persain] 

Doi: 10.30495/jest.2019.45943.4756.  

 


