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Changing the use of the Hagia Sophia museum to a mosque from the
perspective of international law

Abstract

On July 24, 2020, after the Turkish Supreme Court's decision, the Turkish media
announced the performance of Friday prayers in Hagia Sophia Mosque. Properties
inscribed on the World Heritage List are the common heritage of humanity. And the
international community is committed to preserving it for future generations. Changing,
restoring or developing of a heritage on the UNESCO World Heritage List is something,
with its conditions, has been allowed, and it has been happened. Governments must
ensure that such changes do not affect the outstanding universal values of the heritage in
guestion. Some governments may unilaterally change a World Heritage Site’s statute
without prior discussion and negotiation with relevant UNESCO bodies. Recently, the
Turkish government converted the Hagia Sophia Museum into a mosgue, in accordance
with the decision of the Turkish Supreme Administrative Court, which caused a lot of
international criticisms. this article examines the conversion of the Hagia Sophia
Museum to a mosque from the point of view the proponents, opponents and relevant
international rules, as well as the issue of outstanding universal values. According to the
research, it is possible to change the statute of a heritage inscribed on the World
Heritage List, if it does not damage the outstanding Universal values of the heritage,
because there are similar examples of change and the Convention does not prohibit such
actions.

Keywords: Hagia Sophia, Sovereignty, Sultan Muhammad Endowment,
UNESCO, Outstanding universal Value
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Smithsonianmag .Turkey Controversially Converts Hagia Sophia From Museum Into Mosque,

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart news/turkey-turns-hagia-sophia-museum-mosque-
drawing-criticism-180975300/ (26Jul, 2020)
Ybrahim Kalin

Klergis TV télévision turque
Marie et Gabriel
T24news . Turquie: des mosaiques chrétiennes de Sainte-Sophie recouvertes pendant les priéres

musulmaneshttps://www.i24news.tv/fr/actu/international/moyen-orient/1595235489-turquie-des-
mosaiques-chretiennes-de-sainte-sophie-recouvertes-pendant-les-prieres-musulmanes (26Jul,
2020)

Notre-Dame cathedral
Sacré-Ceeur basilica
Smithsonianmag .Turkey Controversially Converts Hagia Sophia From Museum Into Mosque,

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/turkey-turns-hagia-sophia-museum-mosque-
drawing-criticism-180975300/ (26Jul, 2020)
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Holy places

Jean-Marc Pinet

Marshall J. Breger, Yitzhak Reiter and others (2012). Sacred Space in Israel and Palestine, 1nd ed.
Routledge, USA and Canada, p130
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CCPR General Comment No. 22: Article 18 (Freedom of Thought, Conscience or Religion)
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Outstanding Universal Value

fCOMOS

fUCN

Cleere,Henry. The concept of 'outstanding universal value' in theWorld Heritage Convention.
Conservation And Management Of Archaeological Sites, volume(1996). 1, p 227.

The Operational Guidelinesfor the Implementation ofthe World Heritage Convention v-\a
Paragraph 49
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